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V.  DISCUSSION ITEMS        

7. State Policy & Budget Update          2:00 PM – 3:15 PM 
a. 2020-2021 Legislative Docket Update 
b. Ballot Measures 

8. Federal Policy Update            3:15 PM – 3:30 PM  
 

9. County Policy Update            3:30 PM – 3:50 PM 
a. FY 2020-21 Measure H and Homeless Housing, Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) 

Funding Recommendations 
b. STD Epidemic Update 
c. Housing Saves Lives: HUD Rule Change serving Transgender Persons 

 
VI. NEXT STEPS                3:50 PM – 3:55 PM 

10. Task/Assignments Recap 

11. Agenda development for the next meeting 
 

 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS                   3:55 PM – 4:00 PM 

12. Opportunity for members of the public and the committee to 

make announcements 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT                        4:00 PM 

13. Adjournment for the meeting of September 14, 2020 

 
 

PROPOSED MOTIONS 

MOTION #1 Approve the Agenda Order as presented or revised. 

MOTION #2 Approve the Public Policy Committee minutes, as presented or revised. 
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Presence at virtual meetings is recorded based on the attendance roll call. Only members of the Commission on HIV 

 are accorded voting privileges and must verbally acknowledge their attendance in order to vote.  
Approved meeting minutes are available on the Commission’s website; meeting recordings are available upon request. 

 

  PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES  

August 3, 2020 

The Public Policy Committee acts in accordance with the role of the Commission on HIV, as dictated by Los Angeles County Code 3.29.090. 
Consistent with Commission Bylaws Article VI, Section 2, no Ryan White resources are used to support Public Policy Committee activities. 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS PRESENT (cont.) PUBLIC 
COMM STAFF/ 
CONSULTANTS 

Lee Kochems, MA, Co-Chair Ricky Rosales Sunnie Rose Berger Cheryl Barrit, MPIA 

Katja Nelson, MPP, Co-Chair Martin Sattah, MD Leopoldo Cabral Carolyn Echols-Watson, MPA 

Alasdair Burton (Alt. to Coffey)  Geneviéve Clavreul, RN, PhD Jane Nachazel 

Aaron Fox, MPM MEMBERS ABSENT Jennifer Gjurashaj  

Jerry D. Gates, PhD Pamela Coffey (Full to Burton) Gaston Lassalle DPH/DHSP STAFF 

Bridget Gordon Eduardo Martinez (Alt.) LCDR Jose Antonio Ortiz, MPH None 

Nestor Rogel (Alt.) Tony Spears (Alt.)  Craig Pulsipher, MPP, MSW  

  Julie Tolentino, MPH  

*Some participants may not have been captured electronically. Attendance can be corrected by emailing the Commission. 

CONTENTS OF COMMITTEE PACKET  

1) Agenda:  Public Policy Committee Agenda, 8/3/2020 
2) Minutes:  Public Policy Committee Meeting Minutes, 7/6/2020 
3) Recommendations:  (REVISED) Black/African American Community (BAAC) Task Force Recommendations, 10/10/2020 
4) Motion:  Establishing an Antiracist Los Angeles County Policy Agenda, 7/21/2020 
5) Table:  2020-2021 Legislative Docket, Commission Approved 6/11/2020 - Updated 8/3/2020 
6) Table:  National Coalition of STD Directors, 2020 
7) Letter:  Barbara Ferrer, PhD, MPH, MEd; STD crisis, 3/12/2020 
8) Motion:  Increasing County Efforts to Address Rising STD Rates, 11/20/2018 
9) Memorandum:  Center for Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) Prevention and Control, 1/22/2020 

  
CALL TO ORDER-INTRODUCTIONS-CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENTS: Ms. Nelson called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm.    

I. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION #1:  Approve the Agenda Order, as presented (Passed by Consensus). 

2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES       
MOTION #2:  Approve the 7/6/2020 Public Policy Committee Meeting Minutes, as presented (Passed by Consensus). 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

3. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO ADDRESS COMMISSION ON ITEMS OF INTEREST WITHIN COMMISSION JURISDICTION:  There 
were no comments.  
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III. COMMITTEE NEW BUSINESS ITEMS 

4. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO RECOMMEND ITEMS FOR FUTTURE AGENDAS, OR ITEMS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE 
ACTION DUE TO AN EMERGENCY, OR IF NEED FOR ACTION AROSE AFTER POSTING AGENDA:   
▪ Mr. Kochems had been in meetings since 7:00 am that morning. He noted a main reason for his election was to enhance 

Unaffiliated Consumer (UC) participation. Since the pandemic began, he noticed it is challenging for everyone to be on 
virtual meetings all day and expected to be available all the time because one is at home.     

▪ He suggested adopting a practice from other groups that open meetings with a general check-in. For example, he is a UC, a 
Public Policy Committee Co-Chair, on the behavioral social scientist Commission seat, and was worn out today. The group 
needs to be attentive to that as he has HIV fatigue syndrome. Such active listening is a way to know and care for each other. 

▪ There was general support and the body chose to initiate the practice with the current meeting.  
▪ Feedback included: fatigue, working to take care of self, a racing mind, trying to keep an eye on all the different things going 

on, difficulty of being in connection especially with the need to be safe, fear rising and falling with COVID-19 data, excited 
with new head of clinic while trying to maintain balance in life, challenges with technology, difficulty as time goes on to 
minimize anger over this situation, good but with some anxiety on meeting needs of multiple assignments, concern with 
situation in Los Angeles County (LAC), trying to stay positive and provide uplifting online programming for clients.  

▪ A few people noted being new or fairly new to the group, pleased to participate, and seeking how best to contribute. 
▪ One person reported testing negative for COVID-19, but two others reported knowing someone who tested positive.        
 Agreed to open each meeting with a voluntary check-in by all participants. 

 
IV. REPORTS 

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/STAFF REPORT  
▪ Ms. Barrit reported membership recruitment was ongoing for quite a few vacant seats. All are welcome to attend 

Committee meetings and learn about the work. The Operations Committee will restart training open to the public soon. 
▪ The next full Commission on HIV Meeting has been rescheduled to 8/20/2020 in order not to pose a conflict for those who 

wish to attend the virtual 2020 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care and Treatment on 8/11-14/2020. 
▪ Andrea Kim, PhD, MPH, Chief, HIV and STD Surveillance, will present at the 8/20/2020 Commission Meeting on the 2019 

HIV Annual Surveillance Report recently released by DHSP.  

6. CO-CHAIR REPORT   
a. Public Policy Committee Co-Chairs' Efforts to Build Alliance with Black African American Community (BAAC) Task Force 

▪ Mr. Kochems noted the Committee's interest in ensuring an in-depth conversation and cooperative process with the 
BAAC Task Force. Recommendation review began at the last meeting to identify a strategy, goals, and outcomes. 

▪ The BAAC Task Force will begin meeting again the next week. Per its last Committee meeting, the Public Policy Co-
Chairs plan to meet with its Co-Chairs as well as encourage members of both bodies to attend each others' meetings. 
The Public Policy Co-Chairs also plan to request the Operations Committee review pertinent assignments. 

▪ Full BAAC Task Force recommendations and the Board of Supervisors (Board) anti-racist motion were in the packet for 
review. The Committee has agreed not to specify recommendations to highlight until it receives BAAC Task Force input.   

▪ Regarding an accountability question, Ms. Nelson hoped BAAC Task Force recommended priorities were available for 
the next meeting so the Committee can identify specific activities, timelines, and how to monitor for accountability. 

 Read resources and forward ideas to staff for consideration at the next meeting on improving collaboration with the 
BAAC Task Force and/or any racial justice, empowerment activities within the purview of the Public Policy Committee. 

 Mr. Kochems will report at the Executive Committee on Public Policy Committee recommendations for all Committees 
to: agendize, at a minimum, updates on their Committees' BAAC Task Force recommendations response; and, open 
meetings with introductions and a check-in. The Public Policy Committee welcomes feedback from both activities.  

 
V. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

7. POLICY REGARDING SYSTEMIC RACISM 
▪ Ms. Nelson encouraged people to review the previously distributed Racial Justice Framework, pages 3-4, which further 

defines racial justice and identifies five core demands pertaining to the HIV epidemic:  
1.  Integrating racial justice into organizations and political strategies; 
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2. Centering communities most impacted by the epidemic in leadership and decision-making; 
3. Further efforts to advance the racial justice lens in the HIV movement; 
4. Ensure equity in allocation of resources - human, material, and financial; 
5. Transform or, as needed, dismantle institutions that support white supremacy and harm communities of color. 

▪ She felt these principles were also reflected in the Board's motion on incorporating anti-racism in the LAC. 
▪ The Committee expected to identify activities at the next meeting, e.g., meet with leadership, send letters, make public 

comment, generate white papers to support bills, build coalitions/strengthen networks, bring more people to the table. 
▪ Mr. Kochems added the Commission has co-sponsored legislation with other organizations in the past. The Public Policy and 

Operations Committees have also discussed advocating with Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to revise 
its representation requirements. Such activities may best be addressed after the national elections. 

▪ In a broader context, perhaps decision-making itself needs revision rather than focusing on a "right" number of votes and 
people. Perhaps we need to think more broadly about the communities we represent. For example, perhaps we need to 
bring more people to the table who do not look like us, but are part of that group; or perhaps more people who may look 
like us, but think very differently; or perhaps the focus should be on coming to consensus. 

▪ This is an opportunity to think creatively on decision-making, power-sharing, and related, but differing, empowerment. 
 Referrals to staff were requested, especially from those working in public policy at their agencies, of any pertinent policies 

and procedures developed at the agencies, or associated alliances and coalitions. 
a. Los Angeles County (LAC) Anti-Racist Policy Agenda 

 Ms. Barrit will advise the Committee of pertinent LAC or California directives past the aforementioned Board Motion. 

8. STATE POLICY AND BUDGET UPDATE 
▪ Ms. Nelson reported it now appeared unlikely that the Legislature would augment the budget. There had been hope it 

might do so after assessing tax revenue in August, but a deficit is anticipated going into next year due to COVID-19 costs. 
▪ Governor Gavin Newsom has made $600 million available for Project Home Key. Local governments may apply for the funds 

to assist in purchasing housing for Californians experiencing homelessness who entered the Project Room Key Program 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Any funds received by LAC will go towards permanent housing for that population.   

▪ The California Department of Aging anticipates releasing the 10-year Master Plan For Aging in December 2020. The release 
was expected to include data dashboards and an implementation plan for review and public comment.    

 People were encouraged to offer public comment on the Master Plan for Aging. The comment due date was fairly soon. 
a. 2020-2021 Legislative Docket Update 

▪ Ms. Nelson reviewed the Docket and noted nine bills were still working their way through committee hearings. The 
Legislature may send Governor Newsom bills to sign or veto until 8/31/2020. He has until 9/30/2020 to do so.  

 Staff will monitor and update the Docket for the next Committee Meeting. 

9. FEDERAL POLICY UPDATE 
▪ Ms. Nelson noted the House passed the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions (HEROES) Act 

representing about $3 trillion in COVID-19 related funding. The Senate Republicans released their proposal in the last week 
of July. The Health, Economic Assistance, Liability Protections and Schools (HEALS) Act represents about $1 trillion. Senate 
and House negotiations have begun. Congress hoped to complete a relief package before the August recess. 

▪ The next Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA) meeting will be 8/6/2020, 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm, Pacific time.  
▪ A nationwide injunction was issued in the last week of July that prevents implementation of the Public Charge rule while 

there is a "declared national emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic." 
▪ The United States Census 2020 has announced that it will end door knock operations 9/30/2020 rather than 10/31/2020. 

That raised concerns as there have been continued setbacks with only four in ten households responding to date 
nationwide. The Census determines congressional representation among other things. LAC is pushing participation.   

 Ms. Nelson will forward the PACHA meeting agenda for distribution to the Committee. It was also on the HIV.gov website. 
 Ms. Nelson will forward updated resources pertaining to the Public Charge rule for informational purposes. 
a. Proposed Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Rule to Deny Transgender People Access to Single-Sex Shelters 

▪ Ms. Nelson noted this was briefly discussed at the last meeting. Public Policy Committee Co-Chairs and Ms. Barrit have 
discussed crafting a letter to urge the Board of Supervisors (Board) to oppose the change. 

 Public Policy Co-Chairs and Ms. Barrit will draft an opposition letter to the Board and report back next month. 
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10. COUNTY POLICY UPDATE     
a. Local Response to the STD Epidemic  

▪ Ms. Nelson noted the Committee has reviewed the draft letter to Department of Public Health (DPH) leadership on the 
LAC STD response several times. The Co-Chairs and Ms. Barrit acknowledge the current LAC focus on the COVID-19 
pandemic. That does not diminish the STD epidemic, but the letter would not receive its due attention now. 

▪ The 3/12/2020 letter was scheduled for presentation, discussion, and approval at the 3/13/2020 Commission on HIV 
Meeting. That meeting, however, was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Continue to monitor situation to determine the most strategic time to update and move forward with the letter.   
b. National Coalition of STD Directors (NCSD) STD and HIV Federal Funding Chart:  The chart was in the packet for review.   

 
VI. NEXT STEPS 

11. TASK/ASSIGNMENTS RECAP:  There were no additional items. 

12. AGENDA DEVELOPMENT FOR NEXT MEETING:   
 Reschedule next meeting to 9/14/2020, 1:00 to 3:00 pm, due to conflict with Labor Day Holiday. 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

13. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC AND COMMITTEE TO MAKE ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 Ms. Nelson will forward information for distribution on a webinar regarding the HPTN 083 PrEP injectable trial. Dr. R. 

Landovitz will present on 8/6/2020, 3:00 to 4:30 pm, hosted by the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), Center for 
HIV Identification, Prevention, and Treatment Services (CHIPTS). 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

14. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.  
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Approved by Public Policy Committee - 3/2/2020 

Page 1 of 2 
 

3530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1140 • Los Angeles, CA  90010 • TEL (213) 738-2816 • FAX (213) 637-4748 
HIVCOMM@LACHIV.ORG • https://hiv.lacounty.gov 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
2020 POLICY PRIORITIES 

 

The Public Policy Committee recommends the following policy priorities (in no particular order) for the 
Commission on HIV to focus on in 2020: 
 
1. Preserve access to and continuity of care for people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) and communities at 

highest risk for the acquisition and transmission of HIV disease. 
o Preserve or increase federal funding for Medicaid, Medicare, and for HIV/AIDS programs. 
o Preserve or increase health insurance coverage for individuals with pre-existing conditions. 

 
2. Protect and expand service access and availability for syndemic HIV, STD, and viral hepatitis in California’s 

annual budgeting process and ensure the impact of services and allocation of resources are distributed in 
accordance to the HIV burden within Los Angeles County. 
 

3. Preserve or increase the Ryan White Program at current or increased funding levels and, where 
appropriate and strategically viable, support stronger compatibility and greater effectiveness between the 
RWP, Medicaid, Medicare, and other health systems. 

 
4. Advance and enhance routine HIV testing, expanded linkage to care, and other improvements to the local, 

state, and national HIV service delivery systems that optimize health outcomes in the HIV Continuum and 
advance HIV services in LA County consistent with efforts to end the HIV epidemic. 

 
5. Support policies that use data, without risking personal privacy and health, to improve health outcomes 

and eliminate health disparities among PLWHA and communities highly impacted by HIV/STDs. 
 
6. Enhance accountability for deliverables from a heightened and coordinated federal, state, and local 

response, particularly in the context of local planning and responsiveness to end the HIV epidemic. 
 
7. Support proposals and increased funding for the provision of and access to: prevention, care and 

treatment services, bio-medical interventions (such as PrEP and PEP) for people at risk for acquiring HIV 
and people living with HIV/AIDS, and comprehensive HIV/STD counseling, testing, education, outreach, 
research, harm reduction services including syringe exchange, and social marketing programs. 

 
8. Support proposals that seek to advance health equity, reduce HIV-related stigma, and address social 

determinants of health such as poverty, education, violence, substance use, food insecurity, and 
transportation in order to improve health outcomes for PLWHA and special populations at highest risk for 
contracting HIV. 

 
9. Preserve or improve systems, strategies and proposals that seek to expand affordable housing, as well as 

prioritize housing opportunities for people living with, affected by, or at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. 
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10. Preserve or improve systems, strategies, and proposals that seek to prevent homelessness for people living 
with, affected by, or at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. 

 
11. Support proposals that seek to create and expand medical and supportive services for PLWHA ages 50 and 

over. 
 

12. Support proposals that eliminate discrimination against or the criminalization of people living with or at 
risk of HIV/AIDS. 

 
13. Support proposals that expand access and reduce barriers and cost of HIV/AIDS, STD, and viral hepatitis 

prevention and treatment medication. 
 
14. Preserve full funding and accessibility to the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP), Pre-Exposure 

Prophylaxis Assistance Program (PrEP-AP), Office of AIDS Health Insurance Premium Payment (OA-HIPP) 
Assistance, Employer Based Health Insurance Premium Payment (EB-HIPP), and Medigap. 

 

15. Support proposals and policies that prioritize mental health services for people living with, affected by, or 
at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. 

 

16. Support proposals and policies, especially in the event of Ryan White Reauthorization, that advocate for 
and encourage the empowerment and engagement of consumer PLWHA and those at risk for contracting 
HIV on all levels of policy creation, legislation, regulation, and service provision related to HIV prevention 
and treatment and care with the goal of ending all HIV transmissions and curing all PLWHA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Public Policy Committee acts in accordance with the role of the Commission on HIV, as dictated by Los Angeles 

County Code 3.29.090. Consistent with Commission Bylaws Article VI, Section 2, no Ryan White resources are used to 
support Public Policy Committee activities. 

 

  



             

 

 
 

2020-2021 Legislative Docket 
Commission Approved 06/11/2020 – Updated for 09/14/2020 Meeting 

 
POSITIONS:  SUPPORT | OPPOSE | SUPPORT w/AMENDMENTS | OPPOSE unless AMENDED | WATCH | County bills noted w/asterisk 

 

BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

AB 362 
(Eggman) 

Controlled 
substances: 

overdose 
prevention 
program 

This bill would, until January 1, 2026, authorize the City and County of San 
Francisco and the City of Oakland to approve entities to operate overdose 
prevention programs for persons 18 years of age or older that satisfy specified 
requirements.   
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB362 

Support 

08/01/20 
Hearing 

Canceled 
with Author’s 

Request  

AB 683 
(Carrillo) 

Medi-Cal: 
eligibility 

This bill would update the assets limits for programs serving seniors to $10,000 for an 
individual and an additional $5,000 for each additional household member, with annual 
indexing; expand and simplify the list of items to be excluded from the assets test for those 
Medi-Cal programs still subject to the assets test; and eliminate the assets test entirely for 
the Medicare Savings Programs, programs where Medi-Cal pays for an individual’s 
Medicare premiums and co-payments. 

 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB683  

Support 
 

2019 Docket: 
Support 

6/23/20 
Referred to 
Committee 
on Health 

AB 732 (Bonta) 

County jails: 
prisons: 

incarcerated 
pregnant 
persons 

This bill would improve the quality of reproductive health care for pregnant 
people in county jails and state prisons: require an incarcerated person in a 
county jail or the state prison who is identified as possibly pregnant or capable of 
becoming pregnant to be offered a pregnancy test upon intake or request, and in 
the case of a county jail, within 72 hours of arrival at the jail, require an 
incarcerated person who is confirmed to be pregnant to be scheduled for 
pregnancy examination with a physician, nurse practitioner, certified nurse 
midwife, or physician assistant within 7 days, require incarcerated pregnant 
persons to be scheduled for prenatal care visits, provided specified prenatal 
services and a referral to a social worker, given access to community-based 
programs serving pregnant, birthing, or lactating inmates, have a support person 
present during childbirth, and more. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB732 
 

Committee questions: (Received email response from bill sponsor ACLU on 
4/3/20) 
- Can community-based organizations appeal if they are denied access to 

support a client or potential client? Grievances may be filed; grievance 
process depends on whether the grievance is considered a healthcare 
grievance or non-health related grievance. 

Support 

09/08/20 
Enrolled and 
Presented to 
the Governor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB362
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB683
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB732
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

AB 890 
(Wood) 

 

Nurse 
practitioners: 

scope of 
practice: 
practice 
without 

standardized 
procedures 

Existing law authorizes the implementation of standardized procedures that 
authorize a nurse practitioner to perform in collaboration with a physician and 
surgeon. A violation of the act is a misdemeanor. This bill, until January 1, 
2026, would establish the Advanced Practice Registered Nursing Board which 
would consist of 9 members. Nurse Practitioner Advisory Committee to advise 
and give recommendations to the board on matters relating to nurse 
practitioners. The bill would require the board to define minimum standards for a 
nurse practitioner to transition to practice without the routine presence of a 
physician and surgeon. The bill would require the committee to provide 
recommendations or guidance to the board when the board is considering 
disciplinary action against a nurse practitioner. The bill would require the 
occupational analysis to be completed by January 1, 2023. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB890 

Support  
 

2019 Docket: 
Support 

09/04/20 
Enrolled 

(Filed with 
Governor 

Accepted by 
Both 

Houses) 
  

AB 1938 
(Weiner) 

 
 

Prescription 
drugs: 340B 

discount drug 
purchasing 
program. 

 

This bill would define a “designated entity” as a nonprofit organization.  The bill 
would prohibit a designated entity from using any revenue from a contract with 
the department, a contract with the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, and from the 340B program on specified activity, such as funding 
litigation under the California Environmental Quality Act. The bill would require a 
designated entity, and any subsidiary of that entity, to annually report on its 
internet website specified information, including the amount of gross revenue 
generated from a contract with the department, a contract with the federal 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, and from the 340B program for the 
previous year, and would condition the implementation of these provisions to the 
extent that federal financial participation is available and federal approvals are 
obtained. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB
1938 
 

Watch 

05/19/20 
From 

committee: 
Do pass and 

re-refer to 
Committee 

on 
Appropriation

s  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB890
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1938
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1938
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

AB 1965 
(Aguiar-Curry) 

Family 
Planning, 

Access, Care, 
and Treatment 
(Family PACT) 

Program 

Existing law establishes the Family PACT Program under Medi-Cal, under which 
comprehensive clinical family planning services are provided to a person who is 
eligible and has a family income at or below 200% of the federal poverty level. 
Existing law provides that comprehensive clinical family planning services under 
the program includes preconception counseling, maternal and fetal health 
counseling, and general reproductive health care, among other things. This bill 
would expand comprehensive clinical family planning services under the 
program to include the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine for persons of 
reproductive age. 
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1965 

Support 

3/17/20 
In 

Committee: 
Set, first 
hearing. 
Hearing 

canceled at 
the request 
of author. 

AB 2007 
(Salas) 

Medi-Cal: 
federally 

qualified health 
center: rural 
health clinic: 

telehealth 

FQHC and RHC services are reimbursed to providers on a per-visit basis, and a 
“visit” is defined as a face-to-face encounter between a patient of an FQHC or 
RHC and specified health care professionals, including dental providers. The bill 
would clarify, for purposes of an FQHC or RHC visit, that face-to-face contact 
between a health care provider and a patient is not required for an FQHC or 
RHC to bill for telehealth. 
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2007   

Support 

3/17/20 
In 

Committee: 
Hearing 

postponed by 
committee. 

AB 2077 
(Ting) 

Hypodermic 
needles and 

syringes 

Existing law, until January 1, 2021 authorizes a physician or pharmacist to, 
without a prescription or permit, to furnish hypodermic needles and syringes for 
human use to a person 18 years of age or older, and authorizes a person 18 
years of age or older to, without a prescription or license, obtain hypodermic 
needles and syringes solely for personal use from a physician or pharmacist, as 
a public health measure, as specified. 
 
This bill would extend this authority until January 1, 2026 and would make other 
conforming changes. 
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2077  

Support 

08/31/20 
Sent to 

Governor’s 
Desk 

  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1965
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2007
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2077
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

AB 2204 
(Arambula) 

Health care 
coverage: 
sexually 

transmitted 
diseases 

This bill would require a health care service plan contract or health insurance 
policy issued, amended, or renewed on or after January 1, 2021, to provide 
coverage for sexually transmitted disease testing, treatment, and referral at a 
contracting or noncontracting health facility at the same cost-sharing rate an 
enrollee or insured would pay for the same services received from a contracting 
health facility. The bill would require a plan or insurer to reimburse a 
noncontracting health facility providing sexually transmitted disease testing, 
treatment, and referral at the same rate at which it reimburses a contracting 
health facility for those covered services. 
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2204  
 

Committee questions: 
- What is the billing process? How will organizations and clinics bill 

insurance? 

Watch 
 

*Need more info 

3/02/20 
Re-referred 

to Committee 
on Health. 

AB 2218 
(Santiago) 

Transgender 
Wellness and 
Equity Fund 

This bill would establish the Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund, for grants 
the purpose of funding grants, upon appropriation by the legislature, to 
transgender-led (Trans-led) organizations and hospitals, health care clinics, and 
other medical providers that provide gender-conforming health care services 
and have an established partnership with a Trans-led organization, to create, or 
fund existing, programs focused on coordinating trans-inclusive health care, as 
defined for people that identify as transgender, gender nonconforming, or 
intersex. The bill would appropriate $15,000,000 from the General Fund to the 
Transgender Wellness and Equity Fund. to organizations serving people that 
identify as transgender, gender non-conforming of intersex (TGI), to create or 
fund TGI specific housing programs and partnerships with hospitals, health care 
clinics, and other medical providers to provide TGI focused health care, as 
defined and related education programs for health care providers. 
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2218  

Support 

09/01/20  
Sent to 

Governor’s 
Desk 

AB 2258 
(Reyes) 

Doula care: 
Medi-Cal pilot 

program 

A new bill targeting the maternal mortality crisis seeks to address pregnancy 
care inequities by requiring Medi-Cal to cover doulas. This bill would require the 
department to establish, commencing July 1, 2021, a full-spectrum doula care 
pilot program to operate for 3 years for pregnant and postpartum Medi-Cal 
beneficiaries residing in 14 counties that experience the highest burden of birth 
disparities in the state, and would provide that any Medi-Cal beneficiary who is 
pregnant is entitled to doula care.  
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2258 

Support 

2/20/20 
Referred to 
Committee 
on Health. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2204
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2218
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2258


Commission Approved 06/11/2020 – Update 09/14/2020 
 

5 
 

BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

AB 2275 
(Nazarian) 

State armories: 
homeless 
shelters: 
security 

This bill would require, prior to shelter services commencing, that the county or 
city notify local law enforcement officers and request that officers make periodic 
visits to the armory on each night of operation. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB
2275 
 
Note: The County is in support of this bill. 

Support 

08/30/20 
Engrossing 

and 
Enrollment 
(Prepares 

and delivers 
bills to 

governor) 

AB 2329 
(Chiu) 

Homelessness: 
statewide 
needs and 

gaps analysis 

This bill, upon appropriation by the Legislature, would require the council to 
conduct, or contract with an entity to conduct, a statewide needs and gaps 
analysis, to among other things, identify state programs that provide housing or 
services to persons experiencing homelessness and create a financial model 
that will assess certain investment needs for the purpose of moving persons 
experiencing homelessness into permanent housing.  
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2329 

Support 

06/03/20 
 In 

Committee 
Held under 
submission. 

AB 2389 
(Garcia) 

Adult 
performers: 
employment 

rights 

This bill would, on and after July 1, 2022, require adult entertainers and 
performers to complete a specified biennial training program regarding 
employee safety and working rights for adult entertainer workers to work in an 
adult entertainment video. The bill would, by January 1, 2022, require the 
Department of Industrial Relations to create the training program and to convene 
an advisory group, composed of specified representatives of the adult 
performance industry, to provide recommendations for the creation and 
dissemination of the training. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2389  

Watch 

03/02/20 
Re-referred 

to Committee 
on Labor & 

Employment 

AB 2405 
(Burke) 

Housing: 
children and 

families 

This bill would declare that it is the policy of the state that every child and family 
individual has the right to safe, decent, and affordable housing, and would 
require the policy to consider homelessness prevention, emergency 
accommodations, and permanent housing. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2405  
 

Committee questions: (Call w/Burke’s office on 3/12) 
- How does the bill define family? Not defined at this time, anticipate it will 

broaden 
- Does the bill include youth experiencing homelessness? Not at this time, 

anticipate it will broaden. Already received requites to expand beyond 
children & families. 

- How is this plan different from existing plans? Could potentially be the same 
plan as long as the plan is measurable/includes metrics. 

Watch/Support  

 
09/01/20  
Sent to 

Governor’s 
Desk 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2275
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2275
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2329
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2389
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB2405
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

SB 132 
(Wiener) 

(Corrections) 
The 

Transgender 
Respect, 

Agency, and 
Dignity Act 

This bill commencing January 1, 2021 would, require the Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation to, during initial intake and classification and in a 
private setting, ask each individual entering into the custody of the department to 
specify the individual’s gender identity and sex assigned at birth, and, if the 
individual’s gender identity is different from their sex assigned at birth whether the 
individual identifies as transgender, non-binary, or intersex and  their gender 
pronoun and honorific. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB132  

 
Support 

 
2019 Docket: 

Support 

09/04/20  
Sent to 

Governor’s 
Desk 

 

SB 175 
(Pan) 

Health Care 
Coverage 

This bill would delete the requirement that a plan comply with the prohibition on 
lifetime or annual limits to the extent required by federal law, and would instead 
prohibit an individual or group health care service plan contract from establishing 
lifetime or annual limits on the dollar value of benefits for an enrollee, thereby 
indefinitely extending the prohibitions on lifetime or annual limits, except as 
specified. Because a willful violation of these provisions by a health care service 
plan would be a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
This bill would ban health insurers from imposing annual or lifetime limits on 
coverage and indefinitely extend the requirement for insurers to cover preventive 
care without patient cost-sharing. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB175 
 

Similar to SB 406 which repeals and adds to 1367.002 of the Health and Safety 
Code 

Support 
 

2019 Docket: 
Support,  

County position: 
Watch 

06/18/20 
Referred to 
Committee 
on Health. 

SB 406 
(Pan) 

Health care 
coverage: 

Omnibus bill 

This bill would delete the requirement that a plan or a health insurer comply with 
the requirement to cover preventive health services without cost sharing to the 
extent required by federal law, and would instead require a group or individual 
health care service plan contract or health insurer to, at a minimum, provide 
coverage for specified preventive services without any cost-sharing requirements 
for those preventive services, thereby indefinitely extending those requirements. 
Because a willful violation of these provisions by a health care service plan would 
be a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
This bill would ban health insurers from imposing annual or lifetime limits on 
coverage and indefinitely extend the requirement for insurers to cover preventive 
care without patient cost-sharing. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB406 
 

Similar to SB 175 which repeals and adds to 1367.001 of the Health and Safety 
Code 

Support 

 
09/04/20 
Enrolled 

(Filed with 
Governor 

Accepted by 
Both 

Houses.) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB132
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB175
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB406
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

SB 854 
(Beall/ 

Wiener) 

Health care 
coverage: 

Substance use 
disorders 

This bill will prohibit insurers from requiring authorization before coverage for 
FDA-approved prescriptions, like Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT). It will 
also place FDA-approved medications for treatment of substance use disorders 
on the lowest cost-sharing tier. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB854 

Support 

04/24/20 
From 

committee 
with author's 
amendments

. Read 
second time 

and 
amended. 

Re-referred 
to Committee 
on HEALTH. 

SB 859 
(Wiener) 

Master Plan for 
HIV, HCV, and 

STDs 

This bill would require the Secretary of California Health and Human Services and 
the Chief of the Office of Aids to develop and implement a master plan on HIV, 
HCV, and STDs, for the purpose of improving the health of people living with, and 
vulnerable to, those conditions, reducing new transmissions, and ending these 
epidemics. The bill would require the secretary and chief to create a Master Plan 
on HIV, HCV, and STDs Stakeholder Advisory Committee and work with that 
advisory committee and relevant state agencies to identify recommended 
programs, policies, strategies, and funding necessary to implement the master 
plan. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB859  

Support 

03/17/20 
March 25 
hearing 

postponed by 
committee. 

SB 885 
(Pan) 

Sexually 
transmitted 
diseases 

This bill would specify that family planning services for which a Medi-Cal 
managed care plan may not restrict a beneficiary’s choice of a qualified provider 
for STD testing and treatment. The bill would authorize an office visit to a Family 
PACT provider or Medi-Cal provider for specified STD-related services for 
uninsured, income-eligible patients, or patients with health care coverage who 
have confidentiality concerns, who are not at risk for experiencing or causing an 
unintended pregnancy, and who are not in need of contraceptive services, to be 
reimbursed at the same rate as comprehensive clinical family planning services.  
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB885  

Support 

05/12/20 
Referral to 

Committees 
on Health, 

and 
Judiciary. 
rescinded 
due to the 
shortened 

2020 
Legislative 
Calendar. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB854
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB859
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB885
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

SB 888 
(Wiener) 

Substance use 
disorder 
services: 

contingency 
management 

services 

This bill would, to the extent funds are made available in the annual Budget Act, 
expand substance use disorder services to include contingency management 
services, a preventative measure to ensure continuity of access to Medi-Cal 
healthcare services for beneficiaries and payments to providers in the event of a 
disruption. The bill would require the department to issue guidance and training 
to providers on their use of contingency management services for Medi-Cal 
beneficiaries who access substance use disorder services under any Medi-Cal 
delivery system, including the Drug Medi-Cal Treatment Program and the Drug 
Medi-Cal organized delivery system. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB888 

Support 

03/11/20 
Re-referred 

to Committee 
on Health. 

SB 932 
(Wiener) 

Communicable 
Diseases: 
COVID-19  

Data Collection 

This bill would require any electronic communicable disease reporting tool used 
tool used by local health officers for the purpose of reporting cases of 
communicable diseases to by the State Department of Public Health, and each 
local health officer department, as specified, to include the capacity to collect and 
report data relating to the sexual orientation and gender identity. of individuals 
who are diagnosed with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The bill would 
also require a health care provider that knows of, or is in attendance on, a case 
or a suspected case of COVID-19 that knows of or is attendance on a case or 
suspected case of any specified communicable disease to report to the local 
health officer for the jurisdiction in which the patient resides, the patient’s sexual 
orientation and gender identity, if known because the patient self-reports this 
information. By imposing new duties on local health officers, this bill would impose 
a state-mandated local program. 
 
This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200S
B932 
 
Previously HIV Counselor training bill. Language amended 5/5/2020 to current 
bill. Committee supported previous bill. 

Support 

 
09/02/20 
Sent to 

Governor’s 
Desk 

 
 
. 
 

SB 961 
(Gonzalez) 

The Equal 
Insurance HIV 

Act. 

The Equal Insurance HIV Act will stop insurance companies from rejecting 
Californians from life and disability income insurance coverage based solely on 
their HIV status. 
 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB961 

Support 

Hearing set 
for 5/14/20 
Postponed 

by 
Committee 

on 
Insurance. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB888
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB932
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB932
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB961
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

SB 1255 
 

Committee on 
Insurance 

This bill, on and after January 1, 2023, would prohibit an insurer from declining 
an application or enrollment request for coverage under a policy or certificate for 
life insurance or disability income insurance based solely on the results of a 
positive HIV test, regardless of when or at whose direction the test was 
performed. However, the bill would not prevent or restrict an insurer from 
refusing to insure an applicant that is HIV positive, limiting the amount, extent, or 
kind of coverage for an applicant that is HIV positive, or charging a different rate 
to an applicant that is HIV positive, if the refusal, limitation, or charge is based 
on sound actuarial principals and actual or reasonably anticipated experience. 
 
Note: This bill is related to SB 961 
 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB1
255 

Watch 

09/04/20 
Sent to 

Governor’s 
Office 

 

FEDERAL     

H.R. 266 
(McCollum/Bett

y) 

Paycheck 
Protection 

Program and 
Health Care 

Enhancement 
Act 

This is the fourth legislative measure Congress has enacted in response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. It provides additional funding for hospitals and COVID-
19 testing, as well as additional funding to replenish Small Business 
Administration (SBA) programs. 
 
 https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266? 
 

4-30-20 

WASHINGTON D.C. UPDATE  PASSAGE OF THE FOURTH COVID-19 BILL (H.R. 266) AND THE PROCLAMATION TO SUSPEND IMMIGRATION.pdf
 

Support 
4/24/20 

signed into 
law 

H.R. 748 
(Courtney/ Joe) 

Coronavirus 
Aid Relief and 

Economic 
Security 

(CARES) Act 

The third measure enacted to address the impacts of the Coronavirus pandemic 
on state 
and local governments, health care workers, law enforcement and first 
responders, 
small businesses and individual Americans. 
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748?q 
 

4-7-20 Washington, 

D.C. Update - The Passage of the Third COVID-19 Bill (H.R. 748).pdf
 

Support 
3/27/20 

signed into 
law 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB1255
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB1255
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+266%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+748%22%5D%7D&s=6&r=1
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BILL TITLE DESCRIPTION / COMMENTS 
RECOMMENDED 

POSITION STATUS 

H.R. 5806 
(Lewis)  

HIV Epidemic 
Loan-

Repayment 
Program 

(HELP) Act of 
2020 

The HIV Epidemic Loan-Repayment Program (HELP) Act responds to the 
increasing shortage of qualified healthcare professionals needed to provide care 
for people living with HIV by creating a new loan repayment program to help 
replenish the field of professionals.  H.R. 5806 authorizes up to $250,000 over 
five years in loan repayment to physicians, nurse practitioners, physician 
assistants, and dentists, who provide HIV treatment in health professional 
shortage areas or at Ryan White funded clinical sites. 
 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5806?s=1&r=15  

Support 

02/07/20 
Referred to 
the House 
Committee 
on Energy 

and 
Commerce. 

H.R. 6074 
(Lowey/ 

Nita) 

Coronavirus 
Preparedness 
& Response 

Supplemental 
Appropriations 

Act of 2020 

This bill provides $8.3 billion in emergency funding for federal agencies to respond to the 

coronavirus outbreak. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6074 
 

Support 
03/06/20  

signed into 
law 
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